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TEXT

Luke 15:1-3, 11-12

1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to 
hear him. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, "This man 
receives sinners and eats with them."   3So he told them this parable:  
11And he said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger 
of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of property that is 
coming to me.' And he divided his property between them.

Genesis 3:1-6,14-19
1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that 
the LORD God had made.  He said to the woman, "Did God actually say, 
'You shall not eat of any tree in the garden'?" 2And the woman said to the 
serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God 
said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.'" 4But the serpent said to 
the woman, "You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat 
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil." 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to 
her husband who was with her, and he ate.

 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 
   "Because you have done this,
   cursed are you above all livestock
   and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
   and dust you shall eat
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   all the days of your life.
15I will put enmity between you and the woman,
   and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
   and you shall bruise his heel."

 16To the woman he said,

   "I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
    in pain you shall bring forth children.
 Your desire shall be for your husband,
   and he shall rule over you."

 17And to Adam he said,

   "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
   and have eaten of the tree
 of which I commanded you,
   'You shall not eat of it,'
cursed is the ground because of you;
   in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
   and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19By the sweat of your face
   you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
   for out of it you were taken;
 for you are dust,
   and to dust you shall return."
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To have experienced rejection is common.  You yourself may have dated 
someone or fallen in love with someone who didn’t feel the same way 
about you.  Maybe the relationship didn’t last very long or maybe it did. 
Perhaps, the rejection happened much later.  

Whatever the case, if you have experienced the rejection of your love, 
then you know also the pain that comes with it.  To have experienced 
rejection is common, in dating, in marriage, and in families.

Yet, it’s hard to imagine God experiencing the anguish of rejected love.  
God is huge.  God is busy.  He’s keeping the universe from collapsing.  
He’s answering prayers.  He’s too big and there are too many people in 
the world for God to be experiencing rejection.

The Bible says different. 

A common theme that runs throughout the Old Testament is that God 
describes Himself as a husband whose wife has run off on Him.  That 
theme begins in the Garden of Eden.  Adam and Eve decide they want to 
be like God, knowing the difference between good and evil.  They wanted 
to be their own god.  They were rejecting the God who had made them.  
They were in effect saying that they wished God was dead. 

That is what the Prodigal Son is saying to his father.  He is tired of waiting 
for his inheritance.  He is tired of waiting for his father to die so that he 
can get his hands on it.  He may not realize that’s what he’s saying.  He 
may feel that he cannot trust his brother to divide the inheritance with 
him.  He may not trust God to provide for him.  But in acting upon that 
distrust, he is saying to his father, “I wish you were dead.”

The Prodigal is breaking his father’s heart.  In this Parable, God Himself 
provides the clearest picture of what our sins do to Him.  We do not 
merely break His Law; we break His heart.  We do not merely disobey.  
Our disobedience says in effect, “God, I wish you were dead.” 
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Our own death, our own mortality, our own inevitable ashes to ashes 
and dust to dust speak of the broken relationship between man and 
God ever since Adam and Eve.  But God does not wish we were dead.

Even as He was removing Adam and Eve from the Garden, He promised 
them a Savior.  

In the Parable, the Prodigal severs his relationship with his father, but his 
father does not sever his relationship with his son.  Instead of throwing 
that son out of the house without one red cent, the father gives that son 
an inheritance.  In doing so, the father chooses suffering instead of 
revenge.  Rather than lash out at his son in a vengeful way, cut all ties, 
sever the pain, he holds out hope of reconciliation.  In doing so, the father 
suffers.  He willingly suffers the anguish of rejected love. 

Here we have a picture of the cross, where God suffers willingly rather 
than give up on His relationship with us; where instead of seeking our 
death, He seeks His own in order to save Adam and Eve and all of us 
prodigals; where instead of seeking revenge, God reconciles us to Himself 
through the promised Savior. 

God reconciles us to Himself.  And how does He do this with people who 
thoughtlessly break His heart?  

There lies the great mystery of the cross, of how the huge, busy God 
could suffer at the cross the anguish of rejected love instead of making us 
suffer.  But it is the suffering God who says in the anguish of rejected 
love, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?”(Matthew 27:46)

Amen
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